Discussion Corner New Zealand Bulletin July 1995 With Bertie Bromel

From Laurie Dephoff, Auckland:

Does anyone know anything about a Vriesea called "Goldzepter"? I brought mine from Mr Longton in Australia in 1963 under that name, but have never discovered it mentioned in any literature. It is a medium-sized plant with upright, stiff, grey-green leaves that have minute red spots towards the tip. To the best of my knowledge it has only flowered once (in 1985) and the slide I took shows an inflorescence about a foot high, branched at the base, with darkish red stem and bracts, showing pale yellow flowers.

At the time it was suggested that the name should be "Sceptre do’r” (Spanish for Goldzepter?). I have just brought it out of retirement from a comer of the glasshouse and repotted the two heads. But I still cannot find much reference even under "Sceptre do’r".

Victoria Padilla in Bromeliads (page 127) lists Vr. Sceptrum var. Sceptre D'or Hort. (Vr. saundersii X Vr. X "Gloriosa") as a large rosette with robust branching inflorescence. Bracts coppery yellow. Rauh's Bromeliads lists Vriesea Sceptre D'or Hort. (Vr. saundersii X Vr. Gloriosa). He also lists Vr. Komet (Vr. corcovadensis X Vr. Sceptre do’r). I have this plant also. The flowers and leaves are like Vr. corcovadensis but the plant is much smaller. I can understand part of the parentage being Vr. saundersii as the latter plant has been extremely slow growing with me from a seedling, as has "Goldzepter".

Perhaps Australians who dealt with Mr. Langton might know more about this. It would be interesting to find out.

Bertie Bromel says "Phew!"Just as well he has a relative who is the Butcher in Adelaide. Uncle Derek writes:

First let me say that I think you are right with the assumption that Sceptre d'or could be translated as Goldzepter. I'm not so sure about everything else!

The Mr. Longton is elusive. The only Longton we can trace is an Orchid nurseryman in Northern Queensland! However in the early 1960's there was a German fellow in Sydney producing hundreds of Vriesea Komet and possibly Vr. Sceptre d'or from seed! ! ! No one can remember his name and no wonder because who expects to get homogeneous hybrid plants from seed? The only way to reproduce Komet or Sceptre d'or is by offset or meristem. Even Dr. Samyn from Belgium agrees with me on this! However the joker did grow on these plants AND sold them.

Last year I wrote an article in Bromeletter (Jan. 1994) and your problem will be following similar lines.

It appears Vr. Sceptre d'or originated in 1898 or 1909 but I cannot trace who did the deed. The Belgians ignored it in their work in 1930 on Vriesea hybrids so it must have been a German! Do you have Bromeliads by Walter Richter in your library? Published in 1977 it is in "English" and there is a reference on page 91. However, the original German edition was bigger and more difficult to understand because it was in German! However, Richter described Vr. Sceptre d'or as follows (my translation):

Plant-large to very large, many leaves, dense.

Leaf-with a broader sheath, blade linear lanceolate, bent, green, lively brown spotted. 

Scape-very large and tall, straight branched.

Spikes-yellow with reddish brown scratch markings. 

Flowers-yellow.

Flowering-winter to spring.

And then of course there is the reference in Smith & Downs page 1274 not to be confused with Mez' s species Vr. sceptrum. The answer no doubt lies in Gartenflora. BUT from the description given by [Laurie] it looks like his plant was grown from seed and ain't the true article. I suppose this could be one that the Aussies in the past called "Belgian hybrid" but this isn't Belgian in origin!

If we look at the various parents and grandparents of Vr. Sceptre d'or it is possible your Goldzepter is a relative. Perhaps we could call it Fitz Sceptre d`or but then again Goldzepter seems just as good.

